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Although nominally an absolute monarchy, yet
the Incan Government was, in many respects, republi-
can. In addition to the Inca, there were the tribunal
of princes or Apu-Auquis,, composed of men of royal
blood, and the cabinet of four wise men presided over
by a president or Apu-Tucuy-Ricac^ who acted as
chairman and respresentative. In Cuzco these were
appointed by the Inca; but in the outlying districts
they were elected annually by the inhabitants, the
nominees being men who already had been in the
service of the Inca. Any unanimous decision of the
four was absolute and could be revoked or revised
only by the Apu-Attquis, or tribunalof princes* In
addition to the central federal government, each dis-
trict or colony had its own mayor or governor, Cu-
raca, and each village or town had its own prefect or
Suyuyoc, as well as its local council or board of alder-
men known as Auquis, who acted as a sort of grand
jury, court and governing body all in one. The Ineasi
princes were commonly known as Iluancos, or
"Golden ears," from the fact that they wore gold ear-
coverings. This custom had an interesting origin. A
son of the Inca Pacha-Cutic lost one of his ears dur-
ing a desperate battle and, in order to hide the muti-
lation, wore gold plates or shells over the ears. To
commemorate the prince's bravery, and in order that
he might not be conspicuous, the other princes
adopted the gold ear-coverings, and they became
recognized as an insignia of nobility.
The Incas, and their descendants of to-day, were,
like most Indians, extremely superstitious and be-
lieved implicitly in omens and signs. Stubbing
one's toe against a bit of fallen masonry signified